
 
 

Outstanding Alumni Award Criteria 
 

The Alumni Association of the South Carolina Governor’s School for Science + Mathematics (GSSM) bestows an 
annual award honoring the achievements of one exceptional alumnus. 
  
Nominated and voted upon by GSSM alumni, the Outstanding Alumni Award is presented to a person who, through 
their post-GSSM personal life and professional endeavors, has demonstrated success one can achieve through the 
foundation of a GSSM education while also reflecting a commitment to serving others.  
 
In keeping to this standard, the Alumni Association Awards Committee will consider the following criteria when 
selecting finalists for the Outstanding Alumni Award:  
 
1. A nominee’s post-GSSM education, work, and personal endeavors. 
The Outstanding Alumni Award nominee embodies achievement accomplished by way of his or her GSSM 
education. This is a broad category that is intended to include any graduate who has achieved a special or 
exceptional level of post-GSSM success.  
 
2. A nominee’s commitment to GSSM or the State of South Carolina. 
While the Outstanding Alumni Award highlights a nominee’s individual success, the Awards Committee also highly 
values a nominee’s commitment to the School and the State of South Carolina as a whole.  
 
Nominees need not work or reside in the state. The Committee is interested individuals who continue to contribute 
to GSSM including elevating the visibility (eg “spreading the word”) of the school and the broader South Carolina 
community at the state or national level. This contribution can manifest in several ways, including, but not limited 
to, service, volunteering time, resources, and energy, mentoring, lobbying, or any combination of these or other 
ways. GSSM is one of only 16 specialized, residential high schools in the nation. GSSM relies on its alumni to help 
“spread the word” about its bright students, accomplished faculty, and unique learning environment.   
 
3. An outstanding alumnus’ commitment to the improvement of humanity. The school has a long history of 
graduates who demonstrate both depth and breadth in their interest in serving others. Indeed, a key piece of the 
school’s founding rests in uplifting exceptional students from South Carolina communities whose needs are not 
fully supported by existing resources where they live. This commitment to the betterment of humankind can be 
demonstrated consistently over one’s life or in the distinction of a project in service to others at an earlier stage in 
one’s life.  
 
 
Note: The above list is not intended to be all-inclusive, and the Awards Committee may consider additional criteria 
or special circumstances as the need arises.  


